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A  message 
from  the 
Secretary 
of  State 


The  Illinois  State  Library,  under  the  Office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  proudly  maintains  a  national 
leadership  role  in  library  development.  This  strong 
advocacy  for  quality  and  the  desire  to  provide  the 
people  of  Illinois  with  the  very  best  library  service 
possible,  led  to  the  establishment  of  library  training 
grants. 

The  Illinois  Library  and  Information  Science 
Training  Grant  Program  provides  grants  to 
college  graduates  with  exceptional  academic 
achievement,  talent  and  an  expressed  interest  in 
the  library  profession.  Each  year,  the  State  Library 
awards  up  to  15  scholarships  of  $7,500  each 
for  either  full-  or  part-time  study  at  an  American 
Library  Association  accredited  graduate  library 
school. 

The  recruitment  of  exceptional  profes¬ 
sionals  will  guarantee  a  continuation  of  the  out¬ 
standing  development  of  library  services  that  we 
are  so  proud  of  in  Illinois. 

JESSE  WHITE 
Secretary  of  State 
and  State  Librarian 


Purpose 

To  encourage  college  graduates  with 
demonstrated  scholarship,  talent  and 
potential  to  enter  the  library  profession. 

To  encourage  graduate  librarians  to  work  in 
Illinois  libraries. 

To  improve  and  stimulate  the  development 
of  library  service  in  Illinois. 

Funding 

The  Illinois  State  Library,  using  Library 
Services  and  Technology  Act  federal  funds, 
awards  up  to  15  training  grants  per  year. 

Each  grant  is  $7,500,  payable  to  the  recipient 
by  Nov.  1  of  the  academic  year. 

Eligibility 

Requirements 

Illinois  residency  and  citizenship  in  the  U.S. 
or  one  of  its  territories  are  required. 

Candidates  must  have  a  degree  from  an 
accredited  four-year  college  or  university  and 
must  submit  transcripts  of  all  academic  work 
to  the  Illinois  State  Library. 

Candidates  must  be  accepted  in  the  master's 
degree  program  of  an  American  Library 
Association  accredited  school  and  not 
currently  or  previously  enrolled  in  a  library 
science  master's  degree  program. 


Candidates  must  comply  with  the  entrance 
requirements  of  the  selected  graduate  library 
school. 

A  contract  must  be  signed  with  the  Illinois 
State  Library  agreeing  to  work  the  equivalent 
of  two  full-time  years  in  Illinois  library  service 
within  the  first  three  years  following 
graduation.  Service  must  be  in  an  eligible 
Illinois  library,  library  system  or  at  the  Illinois 
State  Library. 

Selection 


Candidates  must  submit  a  written  application 
to  the  Illinois  State  Library. 

Candidates  must  provide  three  references  and 
attend  a  personal  interview  with  the  staff  of 
the  Illinois  State  Library  and  members  of  the 
Training  Grant  Review  Committee. 

Candidates  whose  complete  applications, 
including  all  required  transcripts  and 
references  submitted  by  the  May  1  deadline, 
will  be  considered. 

Candidates  are  notified  of  the  decision  within 
one  month  after  review  by  the  Training  Grant 
Review  Committee. 

Final  selection  or  rejection  of  applicants  rests 
with  the  Illinois  State  Library. 


Conditions  of 
Grant 


Recipients  must  submit  proof  of  acceptance 
in  a  library  science  master’s  degree  program 
at  an  American  Library  Association  accredited 
library  school  by  the  application  deadline. 

Recipients  must  notify  the  Illinois  State  Library 
of  the  library  school,  date  of  admission  and 
anticipated  date  of  graduation. 

Recipients  must  not  be  enrolled  in  a  library 
science  master’s  degree  program  prior  to  May 
1 ,  but  must  be  enrolled  by  the  fall  session  of 
the  academic  year. 

Recipients  must  notify  the  Illinois  State  Library 
immediately  if  additional  financial  scholarships 
and/or  loans  are  accepted. 

Graduate  study  must  be  on  a  full-  or  part- 
time  basis  with  no  interruption  or  leave  of 
absence  permitted,  except  with  the  approval 
of  the  Illinois  State  Library  director  upon 
written  request. 

Recipients  must  forward  transcripts  of 
graduate  library  school  courses  within  30  days 
of  completion  of  each  semester. 

Grants  are  subject  to  cancellation  if  a  C 
average  for  each  semester  is  not  maintained. 

Recipients  unable  to  complete  the  required 
course  program  must  repay  the  grant.  Grants 
must  also  be  repaid  if  the  personal  service 
contract  is  not  fulfilled. 

Recipients  must  submit  proof  of  employment 
by  an  Illinois  library,  library  system  or  the 
Illinois  State  Library  within  the  first  three  years 
after  graduation  from  the  program. 
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Written  applications  must  be  submitted  by 
May  1  to: 


Illinois  State  Library 

Training  Grant  Program 

300  South  Second  Street 

Springfield,  Illinois  62701 

217-782-7848 

http :  //  www .  sos .  state .  il .  us 
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